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Royal Philatelic Society of Canada

Next meeting; Wed. August 20th 2008 @ 7:00

From the Editor...

Wow! We're well into- August nows, anotiver summer wivizzing by! | kinows of
gety too- ot but U just goes by too- fast: The Kiuncardine ghow hhay come and
gone already on tive a9t It powred most of the day, but | had fun there. |
found o magnifier that Pw just thwrildeds withe It s amazing what | can see
witiv this: PW bring U to- e meeting so- yow can check uF out: I+ was good fo- see
our fellow Cludy membery Alan Charleswortiv, Johun Cortoun and Rick Lokoy
whom all had toples ot tie show-

| way also-tie lncky winner of...no- not the penny black but a copy of
Michael SmitVsy book The Canadian Potriotic Posteard Checklist 1898 -
1928”7, Ay titled, it b o Ust of a variety of posteard publishersy of the era. I+l
easy to- read and. hay many clear color reproductions of the cards: Yow may
howve read some of Mr. Smitiv articles about posteards ww ‘Coanadion Stoump
News'. Thanks Michael Smitiid

Jon Arnett was the lueky winner of the penny black.
Althowgiv e haily from London, Jon was Hiere to- receive thve
antigue stomp:  Jon B o membper of the Saungeen Stamgpe Cld un
Hanover. But do- not distress yowrself, yo W have anotirver
thance of winning a penny plack of yow purchase Owen Souno
Clnb raffle tickets. Tickets are $2.00 each or S for $5.00 (a
bargaint) and are on sale now: Tickety will be availaple at the
meeting on Wednesday and at the shhow- ow September 14 If yow cannot
attend eltiver event seno me some money and. I'W get tickets to- yow: (mindmumm
5 tickets) My adduress & phone number along withv those of the otiver members
of the execntive are always on the last page of Hivls newsletter.

Win this stamp!

At owr July meeting we decided to- go- witiv Hie Hieme of antomobiles for our
shhow-to- colnelde witiv the release of tive Sam Mclauwglhlin stamp honouwrung
Sam and 100 yeary since the founding of General Motory Conada. It s ounr
hope Hhat everybody will participate by making some ‘one page challenge
sheets: We hawve two- possible topics; amtomobiles and entreprenenrs or
wwentory. The sfomps con be from anywirvere. Enter more Hian one page. ln
fact; do-a wiole display of yow wishv (I hope that some people are putting
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together some exihibits!) We will be judging the single pages on Wednesday
however we would Like all entries to- be displayed ot tie shhow: Furtiver entries
wlll be accepted early at the show: Johun Cortan will lhhanve a prize for Hhe
winner ay wsnal. October’s topic s ‘flight'.

| guess that 'm doing the kitchen again this year. | hope that Forrest will
come and help agaim bt | havent heard from him yet: | go-to- a Lot of trouple
to- prepare everytiving and bring everytiving. The kifthen comes witiv a stove,
fridges, sinks and o garbage. That means Hat | hhave to- remember to- bring
everytiving from selt and pepper, tea towely, utensily, sugor, mustard efe. efe: I+
U amazing that | do- well ay | do- Take noter Yow do- not have to- be a woman to-
work i the kitehen. So-please, | hope Hhat a few- of yow will volunteer to-take
care of the kitthen for an howr, Uf not, next year no- food and no- coffee)

Dr. Phil & resting on iy lanvels. Get i back to- wovk!  Get yowr
guestions to- me so- | con get the wirip owt (Any excuse will dol)  Alan s faking
a break too- and. | don’t kinow- wirat stamp s going on tire cover today. | do-
have Ralpiv Wyndiran'ls latest article for yow Hioughh Iy about the stomps of
the Aland [slands: | hope that yow enjoy U See yow on Wedinesday.
yowr edifor...Marion Ace
Coming Events...

AUG. 23, Bracebridge, ON. MUSPEX 2008

Rverside lnn Houry: 10 awm to- 4 pan, free adwmission and. free parking, display,
dealers. Spovsor/Afflliate;: Muskoka Stomp Clnb: For more information, contact Larry
Matthews, (705) 645-9747, muskokapot@sympatico-ca

AUG. 29 - 31, Halifax, NS. BNAPEX 2008

The Lovd Nelson Hotel & Swites, 1515 Sowth Park St Exdibition, bowrse, study growp
meetingy, seriinars, poartners progromw, owords bonguet: Spornsorv/ Afflliate: BNAPEX
Atlantic Regional Growp, Nova Scotia Staump Cludy: For more information, contact
Michael Peach, michaelpeach@ns.sympaticoca ov Jack Forbes, JAFRBS@aol.com.

SEPT. 13, Merrickville, ON. Eastern Ontario Postcard Show

Merrickvide Community Centre. Houwry: 9 awm: to- 4 pame Spovnsor/ Affliate. Eastern
Ontowio- Posteard Clndp: For more nformation, contact Jum Skelding, telepirone:
(613) 269-2085, emaili jum.skelding2@sympatico-ca

SEPT. 14, Ottawa, ON. Stamp and Coin Show,

Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodiroffe Ave. Howry: 10 awm. to- 4 pane Free porking and
admission. Seventfeen dealers: For more information, contact Brian Wolfenden,
(613) 226-2045.
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SEPT. 14, Owen Sound, ON. Owen Sound Stamp Show and Bourse,

Bayshore Commumnity Center, Sound Room, 1900 3ro Ave E. Show howry are 10 a.m
to- 4 pan. Admission and parking are free. Features are: dealers, silent aunction,
exhipity, b table, kidly korner, kitthen. For more unformation, contact Alan
Charleswortiv (519) 371-0581, awchorlesworth@sympatico.ca or Bol Ford (519) 316~
4788, robford@log.onca .

Aland Islands
By Ralph Wyndiram

Pve noticed at iy meetingsy that tive stamps of the Aland [slands always
seen popudar. | can understond thiy, as all the stammps that | have seen from
this place have been guite aftractive. But, where are tiese
slands? What abouwt He people and their history?

The Aland Islands (rovghly pronownced ‘anland) are
an land arcivipelago found at the southern tip of Furland
extending westwords across the mowtiv of the Baltie Sea’s
Bay of Bothwmia towards the east coost of Sweden. Aland Ly a Swedisi-speaking
Shipping is very important o~ afonomons province of Fudand. Preservation of tive
et e Swedlish language and culiure here iy guaranteed in e
sailing ship retired in 1949, E{unishh comstition:

There are about 6500 Blandy scottered acvossy 1426
km# buwt most are small rocky owterops; ondy 65 are wnihabifed. By for tire
largest Un e chadin, Fastor Aland (Main Islond, of Aland), makes wp 70% of tire
land area and sy home to- 90% of Alandls 26,000 residents. Maviehamn iy Hie
largest town and capital of Aland withv a population of about 12,000.
Shipping, trade and tourism are the mainstoys of the economy here.

The earliest evidence of habitation on the lands s pottery dating from
about 4000 BC. Aland. sawViking settlement un their heyday, 800-1000 AD.
Mony formstead cemeteries and houwse foundations from this era can stll be
found. It was about Hus time that Churstianity took hold as well. The earliest
churrches were built un the 1100
(Aland [andy contA. on page 3)

' 3,40 ALAND i

(Aland [dandy cont'd. from page 2)
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[ R Their location un the Baltic Sea hay also gven the Blands
i1 considerable strategic milidary mportance. A base here could
control access to- Swedens most umportant harbowr, Stockirolm as
well ay shupping Huwoughowt the Baltie uinclnding St Petersipiurg
wn Russia Trade here woys also very importont to- Great Britodimn.

-
- -
. ALAND 180

During the 13Hv century, King Olar- of Sweden broughvt Aland
and Fundand wnder Swedisihv control. Kastelrolm Castle was buidt
v the 14H century and became a major administrative centre for Hie newt
conple of centuries. Ity importance made Aland a point of conflict dumring Huis
tume. ln 1599 Kastelhholm way damaged by cannon fire. I+ way repaired by
1631 but just thuree years later Aland was made part of the Fuunisiv province
of Abo—-Bjodrneborg ending KastHeolwly importance. The castle was conwerted to-
a prison U tHhe 1600y tHhew abandoned v He 1770’y Part of U was even used
os o granory i the 19305 Recently, the historie castle has been partially
renovated and L now a tourst attraction.
After more Hhan 500 years of control, Sweden lost Aland. and Findano to-
Russia n 1809. Russia promptly annexed Aland. to- Fundand
< and, over Swedisiv protests, built Bomarsund fortress on the
{ eastside of Fasta Aland in He 1830y The fortress ondy lasted
{ 20 yeary as a joint British/Frencin force destroyed. Ut during
{ the Crimean War leaving Russia’s capital, St Petersipurg,
vilinerable to- attock vie the Gulf of Funland. This compelled
the Czax to- keep troops hhome to- defend Hre capital rativer Hion send them to-
the Crimea. Ay part of the 1856 Parlsy Treaty that broughht an end to-the
Crimean War, Aland was made newtral territory and demilitorizeok
During the Rusgsian Revolution in 1917, Funland declared ity

sonn -

The destruction of the Russian  Undlependence from Russia: There way a brief civil war un Fundand,
fortress, Bomarsund, during

the Cririlean War 150 years between BO{W‘/’O—W ‘Red Funng and: Czar —WM
ago was somethir}g ofatgurist White Funnk A‘f"H’\A/S/‘f'WV\/@A[ Lews T [ fmr . o

attraction at the time. This

stamp depicts two gentlemen Sweden: The ssune way taken to- Hie League of Nations wirere U was

watching the ‘show’ from a
safe distance.

decided Hat Aland ghowld remain Fudand's territory but Fudand
had to- guarantee self-government and Swedishv language ano
culturral rights for Aland’s population. Aland Autonomy Day (s celebrateo
annnally on June 9, the anniversary of the reglow's flrst session of parliament
that opened on Hus day n 1922.

Swedisiv language and local cultural righty were reaffurmed un Hie ‘Antonomy
Act between Fundand and Sweden that also- guaranteed Aland’s non-militory
status: AW Funnishv men are Uable to- be called for militory service. Aland men,
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however, due to- e Bland’s stots may be required to- perform ciarie duty sl
s Ughthowse service.

- T The sea has always been a big pourt of Aland culture and Hus of
b | counse leady to-a great deal of folklore. The Letesgubbe s one
1 example of this The Letesgubbar (Hhe pluval form) are mytivical
beings that lived on the Bland arcihvipelago: They were small but
ordimary -looking old men wiro- would attempt to- make people
aware of approaciving storms by making noises and thuowing

Walpuirglsy Night; Apri 30 every year, Uy kind of a lvybrid of Viking and.
The Letosaubh Chwistian tradition. Every spring, the Vikings would hold a festival
¢ Letesgubbar are L. . . . .
beings from Aland around iy Hime un hopes of huvrrying spring's arrival and to- ensure
folklore. king lik . .
li(itle(;rlilr];l(;i,ltlﬁiylwi)uld goodl crops and healtivy livestock: In an attempt to- scare awoy esil
make noise or throw spirlts, glont bonfires were Ut In this aspect U i simdlar to- ovr
things let people know a
storm was on its way. Halloween.
Walpurgls, however, for wiom the night was named, wasy o Romain
Cotirolic Sainte. She established Heildenjreim Connvent un Wikrttemburg,
Germany. lronically, sihe spoke out against witcheraft and sorcery. The
(Aland [Lands contAd. on page 4)

(Aland [dandy contA. from page 3)

her sainthoodl and Hie Viking festival, botiv taking
place arownd Hie same flme of year, eventually merged.
This way possiply aided by tHre chuwrcis desinre to- put

Postage stamps for Aland first appeared un 1984 and.
were Usuned by Fuunisiv Post un cooperation withv Aland anthorities. Stamps
Walpurgis Night is celebrated fro-wv Ut were : fO'V g ‘H/WO‘M«g

April 30 every year. This family Aland and Fudand. Storting Janumary 1, 1993, a new

event has a mix of pagan and

Christian elements. The large auntonomy act came nto foree for the ulandy that

fire depicted here was a Viking : WWUCV{'L@S/

tradition to scare a‘;//ay evill tnelunded the {VW Of all Wv/b 4 to-tihe

spirits. local gO‘V@VV\sz@Vv[' Tl/wy enoled Hre WWW Of
Finnisiv and Aland stamps.
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oWEN SOURD STAMP ¢y,

Rovyal Philatelic Society of Canada

The Owen Sound Stamp Clh meets at 7:00 pm on the thivd Wednesday of each montiv in tHhe basement of
St George’y Anglican Chuwrchn (corner of 10% St E. and 44~ Ave. E)). The main business of the evening iy
typically to-trade, buy and sell samps and philatelic material. An Auction is often held at 8:00 pm. There
are presently about 20 active members whose interests cover just about everything at all levels, from
beglnner to- expert:

Guests or new members are always most welcome.

Annual membership fees: FWll-3$10; Family-3$15; Junior- Free
Membery and guests contribute 31 at each meeting wiriche Wy passed divectly to- St George’s Clhureh
The OSSC Newsletter s distributed to- all membery. Opinions expressed n the newsletter are expressly tHhose
of the individual autior.
Contributions to- the newsletter are most welcome. Please submit any news, information, opinions or
announcements to- thve editor.

Club Officers:
Prestdent:  Alan Charleswortiv  (519) 371 -
0581
1521 7t Ave. W., Owen Sounde ON N4K SL1
a.chorleswortih@sympatico.ca - e
Vice-Pres:  Jobun Cortam  (519) 395-5817 /e (28) otieuty
P.O. Box 295, Ripley, ON NOG 2RO - " Cl 3
JWW@WO‘V\MD‘V\/W foWarton) ooy
See./ Treay: Bob Ford  (519)376-4788 fhrp—— =
721 8t Aves E., Owen Sovnds, ON N4K \,_\\ O e
3AS
robfovd@log.on.ca
Editor:  Marion Ace  (519) 934-1998
P.O. Box 286, Tara ON NOH 2NO
marlonace@bmts.com

' Bayshore Community
Centre (& Arena)

Owen Sound .



