(wen Sound Stamp Clyh

Royal Philatelic Society of Canada

Next meeting; Wed. April 18™ 2012 @ 7:00

From the President...

Well spring has definitely sprung and U iy a chance to- walk
comfortably to-the meeting. It seems that the otiver activities ot St
George’s stount before we do- and so- parking s ot a preminm wien
we arrive. It iy probably time to- discuss the concern abpout
porking and perihaps some yow might hove some thoughts between
now- and thew to- shave at the meeting.

| have been and continmne to- be very busy for the next couple of weeks, so-|
One Hring that did appear i my emall bowx L o message Hrat an ol friend
from e Woodstock stomp - vad possed. G had o possion for tie hobby
ande wihew | Last somw- i ar montiv ago, he way so- excited and: animated abownt
Wy exhibpit, for witich e was aworded a Vermeld | will mdiss Iim but | will
olso- remenmber iy efforts to- promote e Woodstock . But speaking of
shows, we'll have a few minutes to- update tive progress on owr own shhow- U
September witen we get togetiver.

Owr last meeting featured o new membper wivo- after some searciving and
guidance from a member arriving late found owr meeting un the basement:
Since thew, | had o coll from anotiver stamp collector wivo- i also- going to-
vt ws, and hopefully he wonwlt hawve too- much trouble finding wsy: Owr
meeting Huy montiv will feature Mr. Tom Griffitiv wive- iy bringing Hie St
Cotirarine’s clrcnit books for owr perusal.

Until tie 18, Cireers!

Pl Visser
President OSSC

Owen Sound Club Days

The Owen Sound Stamyr Clnd (Hrat'sy usl) will be participating i He
Owen Sound, Cludy Dayy at the Library on Saturday April 148 (Hhat'y Haisy
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Satwrday!). Setwp will be on Friday 13t from 1:00 to- 4:00. The bootiv will
be open to- the public from 10:00 to- 3:00 on Saturday and the table must be
manned from 9:45. If yowve got a smiling face and some pirilatelic
enthusiasm Hien come and gwve Botr Ford a hhand. |If yow plan on being tiere
over your lunch howr please bring yowr oww lunch

Gwe Bob Ford a call at 519 376-4788.

James Comeron’s version of He Titanie story n 1997 made

billiony of dollary and accrned a sack of Oscor nominations.

The movie starring Leonardo DU Caprio- and Kate Winslet has
been re-released asy a3 -D movie Hus April to- honowr Hhe

Alaska Highway Part IT... by Ralph Wyndham

Affer something like seven years of wrifing these ffle fopiccal arficles; ['m
UL amazed by jugt how- large the sfory can be that o represented on thart
tiny piece of paper called a starp: Last month, ovr Litte brown starp tavght
wy that-the performance of black soldiers cn the highway's constriction was a
key eventleading to-the US Army becoming Americals first racially inteqrated
public cingfithfion: They month, we fake a guick look the actual congtruction
of one of WWII'y greatest fearts of engineering.

Known simply as 'the road to- the many

| Hiowsandy employed un Uy construction, Hre rowte
o was chosen fo- provide a road link between the

| airfields along the Novthwest Staging Rowte. This

High gear was the only speed for highway
covstruction
Under the highly capable command of General William M. Hoge, a
construction plan was deaised, 11,000 miditory personnel were assembpled,
thousandy of pleces of construction equipment
An example of the kinds, — othered and  Fy shipped, and. lines of
of events engineersy had to-  supply established bn just o few
deal withv o o daily short weeks: w additlon, aromnol
6,000 civillons also- workeod un
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support of the construction crews: AW of Hus i ovder to- build a road. Hurougiv
extremely rugged, sometimes wncharted, territory in difficult conditions: The
permanent population of Hie Yukow at the tHime was less Hhan 5,000!
Eguipment and supplies were shipped thuouglhh 3 pointy: by train from
Edmonton, Albertn, to- Dawson Creek, Britisiv Columbia; by shvip to- Skagway,
Alaska tiew by train to- Wihitehorse; or by sihvip fo-Valdez, Signpost forest was
Alaska. thew trucked or havded by bulldozer o Slana ande " 1aas b,
Tanana, Alasko. Bottlenecks occnrred everywirere. Troael homesick U.S.
conditions could be very onerows: For Unstance, snowfall Army G.I. Coxrl K.

way s0- heany o He rall Une between Skagway and Lindley. Wihile
Wihitelhorse that snow- on the raidlway wos sometimes working on the
deeper tHhaw Hhe heighht of the locomotives. Alaska Highway,

Work on He highway began officially on Mavcir 8, he erected a sign

1942, and once wnderway, high gear was the only speed.  Sotng the distance
for covstruction wirilch went on around Hie clock bn 10 howr shifts.
Covustruction began at five pointy along tie rowte witiv crews heading n botiv
Arections from those points.

First Nation guides were hired to- help find a pativ tharoughh e wilderness
for the rovd, but surveying wiere b wourdd be buidt was mostly by Uine of
sight: Someone wourld cimdy a tree or on top of a bulldozer and pount to- a spot
v the distance. The most direct rowte to- that distant poiunt would Hew be
marked by tree blazes or survey flagsy. Bulldozery would follow- close belvind
dearing away vegetation and levelling the grownd. Two- or Hhwee miles per day
coudd be “roughed W' un iy way.

Next, just behind the bulldozers, came a crew- to- buidd temporary bridges,
ustall culverts, and dig diteies: Tryung to- keep Hhe new- rood surfoce as diry
as possiiple was very important: Permafrost, permanently frozew grovwnd,
presented a unique problem it was learned very quickly that iof the road bed
way preposed over permafrost i the covwentlonal manner, U wowld never
stabilize becavnse the (Alaska Highway Part Il is contfinued on page three)

(Alaska Highway Partll & confinwed from page two)

ground beneativ Hawed continunowsly creating frost
A The solution to- iy prolem wos to- leave the

y Jrovwnd surface infact but for levelling all tive
vegetation. Then, logy were lawd across Hhe road bed
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and. Hen even more unsudating vegetation would be laid ow top of thhat: Durt,
sanol and grovel were then dumped on top of Hie bnsulating materials to-
make tie road bed. The resudt way a rond that resempled o dike snaking
across areas of permofrost:
Finally, ay for as 40 milesy belind Hie bulldozers, came the 'funisiving
crew'. Their job was to- upgrade thve row- road bed. They
The ribbon cutting at widened narrow- sections, straightened excessive curves,
Soldier’s Sumamit on eliminated excessively steep grades and flled swampy
sections witiv growel. The resudt of Hhese efforts under very
Mfflendt conditions was a . 'militory’ grade roao 18
to- 24 feet wide. [n reality, U . was UWttle more Hhan o
very wide trail wnfit for < civilian vehicles.

The Rondly official opening did not mean the
end of construction. Once tire US Army's engineers hhad
completed their job, Hre roao was turned over to- e
Pubplic Ronds Administration un
Washington, D.C., which hired private contractors
to- carry on witiv rond upgrades including the
removal of steep gradesy and. Sl Gl excess bends: By the tume
control of the rovd was n handed over, per

agreement; to- e Canadion Army, Northwwest Highway System, onw April 1,
1946, Hese upgrades had aliready reduced Hhe roadls lengtiv by 258 miles:
Ongoing umprovements have reduced the rondly total lengtn fo- Less Hhan 1400
miles:
Mileposty were originally posted along the highway every two- miles to-
mark actual drivrung distance. The Canadion section was marked witiv
milepostsy based o tie 1947 road untll 1978 wirew they were replaced witiv
re~calibroted kilometer signs marking actual driving
distance along the now- shorter road. ln the state of
Alaska, however, mileposts st mark distonces along
the original roadlsy potiv and do- not reflect actual driving distonces today.
British Columblia and Yukon maintain a number of mileposts of
hustorical umportance to- the origunal rowte that no- longer mateiv actual
Ariving distance. Thanks to- all He rerowting done since Uy construction, only
apout 20% of Hre modern Alaska Highwoy Ues directly upon e pativ created
for the emergency road buildt un 1942, Some portions of He origunal rowte are
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SHUL wsedl as Local roads; some hawve been abandoned, Left for He wilderness to-
reclaim; some have been plonghed wp:

The Tutanic and her sister siip,
the Olympic were bt v
Belfast, lreland. The pioto was
faken by Fr. Browne wivo- enjoyed
the furst leay of the madioen

Mot people hove heard abouwt Hre sinking of Hhe
Tuanic althouglv, tivere are apparently some young
{ people wiro thouwght Ut wos just a movie! But no-.. b wos
real and Ut happened one hawndied yeary ago- on April
15t 1912, It was a iy biner, Hie largest yet to- be
bullt and thought to- be virfually wnsinkaple. It wos a
terrible disaster killing some 1500 people. The mivacle
W that more passengers werenwt abooro:. This was RMS
Tuanic’'s malden voyage and there was a Lot of hype
oapowt Ut There way a cool strike un Brifoiw at He time
ond many potential passengery put off troveling untl they were sure te
shdps could actually leanve port: In fact some coal was travsferred from
nearby shuips to- allow the Tuanic to- set to- sea. The drip had the capacity to-
hold 3,339 passengers and crew but nstead carried 2224 of wirich abowt two-
thiroy pershed. (nearly 1,500). There were nowhere near enoughv Ufeboats to-
ollow- complete desertion of tie ship even Houghv U b carry four more Han
requived by law: Thiy disaster played a big role in the movement for muciv
tougher safety requivements upon tive woter. While there were not enougiv
Ufebouts the sad fact s that most of tHhem were not flled to- capacity, some
were nowhere near full. One can only magune Hie chaos and fear that must
hawe ran rompant, despite e band playing to- e bitter eno

There are all kindy of stories told about the grandewr of the ship, the
voyage, about some of the survivors and some of Hhe rich passengers, abpout the
there ave many move stories about the searciv and discovery of the wreck, of
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the variows artifacts found strewn across o few- mides and apout the
contimmning development of technological devices used fo- search, map, scan
and, refrieve He decaying porty of the once grand. ship: There are numerows
souirces for these stories about He Tutanic so- perihaps we will ask Hie guestions
that are the most pertunent to- uy ay Canadians and as stomp collectors,
philatelisty and postal history buffs:

Ay Canadions wirat does the sinking of the Tutanic have to- do- withv us?

. And wiat abpout the mail?

There are severol postal adwministrations n the world that Bsne oodles of
stamps about everytiving and everyone witiv no relevance to- tiat country or
stote. We are a Lot pickier here un Canada. We expect owr postage stommps to-
raise owoireness opowt ovr heroes, avtsty, flora, fauna and all kindy of
hiustoric events: When U comes to- the Tutanice Hwere ave tHhuee main Canadiomn
tles fo- the event:

1. There were thuirty-fve Canadian resioents
aboord the RMS Tutanic and more wiro- were on thelr
way to- vt or imimigrate. Move thaw half of Hhe
residents died but ondy a handful of Heir bodies were
2. The Marconis wirtless station at Cape Race o the Eﬂm
sowtiheost coost of Newfoundland was tie furst land
based wireless station to- receive the Tutanld's CQD distresy signal. CQD way
the traditional distress signal at the tfime but He
newer SOS was also-called. A yowng radio- receiver The Transatlantic

NEWFOUNDLAND

may hove been guite bored Listening to- a steady Beacon of Cape Race

stream of greetingy ond messages from Hae

passengers of the Tuanic wiren e shotking news ;’?\‘;

of the Tutandie striking an eeherg came Hhwough. I N

Althouglv Hhe news woy shotking U woy not e ,fl. ! T*

believed ot firsk y 4R

head. opevator Walter Gray was quickly - L abh

smmoned.  (On the Cover... Titanie — Part 1 e 4;’

continued on page fiye) ° P 2 T A |

(On the Cover... Titanic — Part 3 confinued frompage [ Tas L z |

W) e
& i M. ~-“‘ft-:1"



OSSC Newsletter April 2012 7

Mvr. Gray loter wrote apowt howthe horror gripped him when he receinved Hre
message “We are now sinking slowly by the head. Putting women and
childwen off n boats. Weather remaing clear and. codlm,” from e Titanic's
head operotor Jack Phillips: The fear was all the more real since tie two-
head operatory were friends from foking their Marcond training togetirer.

The Cape Race Marconi stotion played a pivotal role v coordinating
rescune efforty among the shipsy un range of the Tutanice and later witiv Hhe
efforts to- retrieve bodlies.

3. Canadiony played a major role un Hhe retrieval of the dead bodies.
Halifox wos e closest city to- the wreck site Hhat had radwoy and steanmsivip
connections. White Star Lines, ownery of e RMS Titanie hived shhips ot of
Halifosw to- searciv for the deceased. On April 17t 1912 the CS Mackay-
Bernnett way tie flrst to- head owt: It was supplied witihv undertokers, coffing,
covway bags, embolming supplies and a minister.

They quickly ran out of embalming supplies. Thiy This section of the sip

posed. o seriows problem ay regulations did not showy the many levely of
allow- ships +o- bring wnembalmed. corpses Unto decks: Furst clasy
harbour. So-of tHhe 306 bodies they hauled in passengers ov the upper
116 were then buried of sea. The bodies of #he oK erdoged swimming

seoforing crew were buried at sea wirich g Likely
wiat they would expect: I+ was decided to- sane e
coudd be needed to-settle tive estates of the wealthy.  berthg for 2 to- 10

Many of the bodies of the domestic crew made it passengers. There were
back to- Holifax. Unidentiflable corpses and some

Huird dasy potronsy were also- buried ot sea. Thaee otiver shhips set owt to- searciv
but each found few and progressively fewer bodies: The RMS Oceanie found
Hwree bodies o montiv later and 320k awoy.

AW v all ondy about o thivd of Hre approximately 1500 missing bodies
were founo The local curling rink was turned into- o makesihift morgue for
Hie 206 podies browght un to- Halifax: 56 corpses were claimed and removeo
by their famidies. Many of the othver bodies were Llentified but stayed un
Holifow to- be buried in thuree different groveyords. The burial services were
held unv four chunrcihes and religions services were held v o fiftiv charchv and
a synagogue. Generows Haligonionsy made suare Hat all of Hhe coffunsg were
festooned. witiv llies: Some of Hie graves hoawve large monuwments erected by
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Hheir families bt most bear a simmple granite headstone paid for by the White
Stor Lines.

The Canadion TUanic stamps honowr Hie efforts of the people of Halifax

wv the face of tragedy and of the Uttle wireless station ow the sowtihveast tip of
Newfoundlonol.

Next montiv weell discunss the mail aboard the new- sy and these nenw-

stommps 100 years later.

Coming Events...

APRIL 21, Kitehener, ON

Stampfest 2012, Comwmunity Churistian Reformed Chuwren, 1275 Bleams Rol Free
admission, childvens table, 17 dealers, sales civrenit: For more information contact Oscor
Cormier, telephone 519-742-5892 Website: vttp:// www-KWStampClub.org.

APRIL 14, Hamilton, ON

AppraisadRAMA, Bishop Ryan Secondary School (Quigley at Albright). Howrs: Sat: 11 aum
fo- 3 pame This event b directed to- anyone wio- hay come nto- possession of a stoump-
collection but doesy not kinow- what they have. Knowledgeable clnp membery, and six
dealery will be on hand, to- ansawer guestions and provide guidance on how-to- continne
withv the collection or the best way to- sell Ut No- purchases will be made during the event;
but appointments for detoiled evaluations con be seheduded. Light refresiuments will be
ovailaple olong witiv informative hand-outs. Everyone welcome, no- experience regurived.
Spovsor/ Afflliate: Hamidton & Buwrlington Stamwye Clubs: For more uinformation, contact
Michael Andersown, telephone 905-632-6057 Website: Wtp:// hamidtorstompclindp.com.

APRIL 27 - 28, Hamilton, ON

Springpex, Buhop Ryan Secondary School cafeteria, Quigley Road at Albright Ro Howry:
Friday voice anction 7:30 pun. and silent anctlon, bourse open Sat: 10 aum to- 4 pan, 20
dealers, Conada Post, youtih bootiv, clky sales circnit; stomps and supplies,
snacks/ nches available. Plenty of free parking. For more information, contact Stewoart
Hanmnemain, email stewonrtystomps@gmail.com. Website: hwtp/ / hoamdtonstompclinb.com.

MAY 5, Hanover, ON

Saugeen Stomp Clny Annunal Show, Knighty of Coluwmbus Haoll, Hwy 4, two- ki west of
Hoanover. Houwrsy: 10 am: to- 4 paw. Free admission and parking. Dealers, exiiipits, clud
crendt books, door prizes, and: a luncl covunter. Sponsor/ Affliate; Saugeen Stowmp Clink:
For more information, contact BUL Fundlay, email billfindloy@bell.net; or Ralpiv
Wyndiram, email rw@huvontel.on.co. Wepsite:

http/ / saungeenstompcln. webplus.net/ index.htmd.
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From the Editor...

| kinow- that some of yow will not receive iy reminder uv fime to- gwe Bo Ford a
helping hand at Hre Libroary, but some of yow will, so- give him a call.

| hope to bring some recent Canadion vwsed doubles that | have and | hope some
otirery will too- so- that we can exclhange a few stomps.

s trivia time!  Be sure to- read the On The Cover ... Tifanie — Part 1 article and
yow may wun o prizel

Lorry Crome won a OFDC of Hie Joe Fafordly cow seudptune for ownr furst On the
Cover trivia guiz.

Moaurion Ace, Editor OSSC

(wen Sound Stamp (]y}

Chapter 191
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada

The Owen Sound Stamp Clih meets at 7:00 pm on Hhe tivd Wednesday of eaci montiv in the basement of St
Georgls Anglican Chuwrch (corner of 10t St E. and 4t Ave. E). The main business of the evening is typically to-
trade, buy and sell stamps and philatelic material. An Auction is often held at 8:00 pm. There are presently about
25 active membery whose interests cover just about everythving at all levels, from beginner fo- expert:
Guesty or new membery are alwaysy most welcome. Annual membership fees: $15; Junior- Free

Club Officers:
President: Phil Visgser (519) 376-6760
RR #5., Owen Sounde ON N4K SN7
visserps@bellnet
Vice-Pres:  Johun Cortans  (519) 395-5817 y —
P.O. Bowx 245, Ripley, ON NOG 2RO " (26) totdeatory
Sec./ Treasy: Bolp Ford  (519)376-4788
721 8t Ave: E., Owen Sound, ON N4K Shomumey  OwenSound . A—
sAS \—\\ A0\ e
rob.doxford@rogers.com
Editor:  Marion Ace  (519) 934-1998
P.O. Box 286, Tara ON NOH 2NO
marlonace@bmits.com

' Bayshore Community
Centre (& Arena)

Harth
(o Warton)



